
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading 2020 
 
 

Grade 7 
 
 

The purpose of the summer reading program is to encourage the enjoyment of 
reading and the development of independent reading skills. Summer is a time of fun, 
exploration and growth; it is a perfect time to read. It is our hope at St. Michael that 
each of you will become lifelong readers. Students entering sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades are required to read two books during the summer. Of the two required books, 
one must be chosen from the Reading List attached. 
 
 
 
Students in Grade 7 will be required to read two books. 

 
 

1. The Girl Who Drank The Moon by Kelly Barnhill. Complete the questions on the 
following page. 

 
 
 
2. Free Choice. Choose a book from the Reading List attached. Complete the 

corresponding assignment. 
 
 
 

Several of the books on the Reading List are some of the students’ favorites. 
Feel free to read more than one from the list. The reading and corresponding 
assignments will be collected on the first day of school. Enjoy your time reading this 
summer! 



 
 
 

Grade Seven Summer Reading List 
 
 
 
 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander - Twelve year old Josh Bell and his twin brother Jordan 
are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, 
too, that tell his family's story in verse. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and 
off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping 
climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson- Recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of 
John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia, with a 
discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father, husband, and friend that examines the impact of his 
death on those close to him. 
 
Powerless by Cody Matthew- Daniel Corrigan and his parents have just moved to Noble's 
Green, Pennsylvania, when Daniel (who's a big fan of Sherlock Holmes and therefore a careful 
observer) notices something odd about his neighbor Mollie and her friends. While they may look 
like ordinary kids, all of them have superhuman abilities that they use to keep the town safe. 
 
Rules by Cynthia Lord- Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine 
longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with an young 
paraplegic. 
 
Unstoppable by Tim Green- Winners never give up.If anyone understands the phrase "tough 
luck," it's Harrison. As a foster kid in a cruel home, he knows his dream of one day playing for 
the NFL is a long shot. Then Harrison's luck seems to change. He is brought into a new home 
with kind, loving parents—his new dad is even a football coach. In no time, he's practically 
unstoppable. But Harrison's good luck can't last forever. 
 
The Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy by Douglas Adams- The hilarious journey of Arthur 
Dent and his friend Ford Prefect, who escape from Earth seconds before it is demolished and 
travel to a variety of galactic civilizations while gathering information for a hitchhiker’s 
guidebook. 
 
Chains by, Laurie Halse Anderson- Sold as a slave to an influential New York Tory family, 
13-year-old Isabel spies for the patriot side during the American Revolution in a desperate hope 
to gain freedom for herself and her 5-year-old sister. 



 
Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly, illustrated by Isabel Roxas- A diverse group of children 
come together when a prank puts one of the kids and a guinea pig at the bottom of a well. Four 
different voices narrate the story of middle schoolers pooling their strengths and cooperating to 
make things right. 
 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson- It is safe to say that the characters in this book 
are not all virtuous, hard working and self-sacrificing, but it is loads of fun. Youngster Jim goes 
to look for treasure and gets mixed-up with pirates like the ruthless Long John Silver. 
 
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai - She was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of 

her region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. 
They said girls couldn't go to school. Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. On 
October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the 
bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive. 
 
Savvy by Ingrid Law- Thirteen is when a Beaumont’s savvy hits—and with one brother who 
causes hurricanes and another who creates electricity, Mibs Beaumont is eager to see what she 
gets. But just before the big day, Poppa is in a terrible accident. After this extraordinary 
adventure—full of talking tattoos and a kidnapping—not a soul on board will ever be the same. 
 
The Maze Runner by James Dashner (read any book in the series)- When Thomas wakes up in 
the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose 
memories are also gone. Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, 
ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. 
 
The Girl Who Threw Butterflies by Mick Cochrane- Molly and her father shared a love of 
baseball. Tired of girl's softball, passionate about the real thing Molly decides to try out for 
varsity men's baseball. This is the story of how she gains the confidence to play ball, earns, the 
respect of the team, and applies lessons of the game to life. 
 
The Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam- This memoir by a NASA scientist is now better known as 
the movie "October Sky." Homer Hickam grew up in a West Virginia coal mining town but had 
his sights set somewhere else. His one hope to escape the mines rests on winning a college 
scholarship at a national science fair competition with his rocketry project. It is amazing how 
courage, creativity, and determination can sometimes beat impossible odds. 
 
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen- Cole Matthews is an angry and defiant young man. 
Because of his violent crime against another 9th grader, he is facing a prison sentence. But then 
a Tlingit Indian parole officer named Garvey offers him The Circle Justice, based on Native 
American traditions, in which victim, offender, and community all work together to find a healing 
solution. He takes the offer and thinks that he can somewhat “wiggle” out of his punishment. 
When Cole challenges the giant White Bear and is mauled almost to death, Cole awaits his fate 
and begins the transition from anger to humility. 



 
 
 
 

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan- Willow Chance is a 12-year-old genius, obsessed 
with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. Willow's 
world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 
baffling world. Willow manages to push through her grief to discover and unite a fascinatingly 
diverse and fully believable surrogate family. 
 
Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine-In Caitlin’s world, everything is black or white. Things are 
good or bad. Anything in between is confusing. That’s the stuff Caitlin’s older brother, Devon, 
has always explained. But now Devon’s dead and Dad is no help at all. Caitlin wants to get over 
it, but as an eleven-year-old girl with Asperger’s, she doesn’t know how. When she reads the 
definition of closure, she realizes that is what she needs. In her search for it, Caitlin discovers 
that not everything is black and white—the world is full of colors—messy and beautiful.Kathryn 
Erskine has written a must-read gem, one of the most moving novels of the year. 
 
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie-On a three-day journey through the 
snowbound Balkan hills, Hercule Poirot must weed through an array of international suspects to 
find the passenger who murdered a gangster on the Orient Express. 
 
Longbow Girl by Linda Davies- A stunningly exciting and dramatic story set in the wilds of 
the Welsh mountains, where the brave and beautiful Merry Owen, the Longbow Girl, travels 
back in time to the autocratic kingdom of King Henry VIII to save her ancestors. 
 
The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt-Holling Hoodhood is attending seventh grade in the 
late 1960s. While the Vietnam War consumes his father’s attention, Holling is locked into 
Wednesday lessons with a teacher who insists he read the plays of Shakespeare. This Newbery 
Award–winning book gets high marks for wit and making a complex sociopolitical era accessible 
for present-day middle schoolers. 
 
Paperboy by Vince Vawter-Little Man is an amazing ball player, but he can barely say a 

word—not even his own name—without stuttering. So when he takes over his best friend’s 
paper route for the month of July, Little Man’s not exactly looking forward to interacting with the 
customers. This book changed the way I understood stuttering. The author is a stutterer and, 
because of that, we get the full experience of what it feels like to be unable to speak words as 
easily as others. 



 
 
 
Name __________________________________ Grade 7 
Answer the questions based on your free choice book. Make sure to list the page 
number for each piece of evidence. 
 
 

Title 
 

Author 

 

What is the setting of the novel? Where and 
when does the story take place? 

 

Cite evidence from the novel to show the 
setting. 

 

What kind of person is the main character? 
List at least three adjectives to describe him 
or her. 

 

Cite evidence to to support the main 
character’s qualities. 



 
 

What do you think is the overall theme of this 
novel? What is its general message? 

 

Cite two pieces of evidence to support 
your answer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Girl Who Drank The Moon 
Kelly Barnhill 

 
 
 

The story is written like a classic fairytale. Although, it has even more 
twist and turns and suspense, a complicated plot, and contains some 
challenging vocabulary. It is thrilling and magical in every sense of the 
word. It is a tale of love and family; of grief and loyalty; of love and 
forgiveness; good and evil; strength and weakness. Attached is a list of 
vocabulary. Review the words before you read each section to help you 
better understand the novel. 

In sixth grade we discussed character traits, both direct and indirect. 
Answer the questions attached based on the descriptions and details that 
the author uses to describe the characters. Be specific and answer in 
complete sentences when necessary. If you choose to type your answers, 
make sure you type the questions as well. 

Enjoy reading. I hope you like this book as much as I do. 



 
 
 

The Girl Who Drank The Moon Kelly Barnhill 

Vocabulary 
Chapters 1-4 

1. populace - people living in a particular area 
2. protectorate - an area under the control of someone/something 
3. perks - benefits; bonuses 
4. insufferable - too extreme to bear; intolerable 
5. guttural - husky; gruff; throaty 
6. contemplation - inspection; observation 
7. implacable - unforgiving; unyielding 
8. decrepit - feeble; weak; frail 
9. unencumbered - without any burdens 
Chapters 5-8 
10. unabated - constant; without reduction 
11. protestations - declarations that something is untrue 
12. sumptuous - expensive looking; lavish 
13. inconsequential - not important; minor; measly 
14. imperious - lordly, assertive, bossy, haughty 
15. fawning - exaggerated flattery or affection 
16. undulation - moved in a wave-like motion 
Chapters 9-13 
17. enmagicked - made to be magic; became magic 
18. stasis - a period of inactivity 
19. insinuations - implications; hints; suggestions 
20. confound - astonish; surprise 
25. reckoning - calculating; estimating; computing 
Chapters 14-18 
26. inexorable - relentless, inevitable, unstoppable 
27. terse - brief; short; succinct; concise 
28. accretion - accumulation; growth; increase 
29. obfuscate - unclear; unintelligible 



 
 
 
Chapters 19-24 
30. tenacious - unshakable; strong; powerful 
31. vouch - confirm; testify to; swear to 
32. intricate - complicated; detailed 
33. wayward - stubborn; willful; headstrong 
34. convoluted - complicated; complex 
35. succumb - yield; submit; surrender 
Chapters 25-31 
36. gaunt - thin; scrawny; bony 
37. complied - obeyed; followed; submitted to 
38. impede - interfere with; hinder; obstruct 
39. envelop - surround; encircle; wrap up 
40. duplicity - deceitfulness; deception 
Chapters 32-36 
41. porous - full of holes; permeable 
43. peevishly - easily irritated; sullenly; badly tempered 
44. insolent - rude; poorly mannered 
45. modicum - a speck; very small amount 
Chapters 37-42 
46. copious - abundant; a large amount 
47. maimed - injured; permanently damaged 
48. atrocities - wicked or cruel acts; abusive behaviors 
49. ambulate - move; walk around 
50. converge - come together; meet 
Chapters 43-48 
51. desiccate - remove moisture from something 
52. adversaries - enemies; competitors 
53. skeptical - having doubts; doubtful 
54. depleting - consuming; reducing; cutting back 
55. languished - suffered; wasted away; abandoned 



 
Use your knowledge about the characters and the text to answer the 
following questions: 
 
 

1. Describe Zan’s physical traits and personality. Cite one piece of 
evidence from the text that supports your description of her 
personality. Do not forget to use quotation marks and cite the page 
number. 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

2. Pick three adjectives or short phrases to describe Glerk and Fyrian. 
 

Glerk 1._____________________________________________________ 
 

2._____________________________________________________ 
 

3._____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Fyrian 1. ____________________________________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________________________________ 
 

3._____________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 

3. A dynamic character is one who changes significantly throughout 
the story. What character do you think changed a lot during the 
course of the novel? Describe the character at the beginning of 
the novel. Cite one piece of evidence to support your claim. How 
is the character different at the end? Cite one piece of evidence 
to support your claim. You may choose another character from 
the novel other than Glerk, Fyrian, or Xan. 

 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 


